[Three cases of spontaneous rupture of the oesophagus (Boerhaave's syndrome)].
We reported three cases of spontaneous rupture which were surgically treated with direct suture method. One patient was operated on within eight hours after rupture with good results. In two patients diagnoses were made more than two days after rupture. One had esophageal fistula, but completely recovered after cervical oesophageal fistula, and another died of multiple organ failure. In this syndrome, early diagnosis and surgical treatment are essential for acceptable results. For early diagnosis, we emphasized on the presence of roentgenologic mediastinal and cervical emphysema. In patients for whom diagnosis was delayed and post-operative leakage at the oesophageal suture line occurred, temporarily fistulation of the cervical oesophagus proved to be effective in exclusion and diversion of the ruptured segment.